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This is part of the new attitude to the Prophet; but there
is yet a good deal more. The above analysis, though needing
to be carried somewhat less far, applies also to the Aligarh
movement. It is not sufficient to account for the remarkable
emotional enthusiasm which during its later stages the new
movement has developed for Muhammad. He plays a very
important part in the emotional lives of the classes concerned,
as a companion, who can be relied upon at all times for
friendship, sympathy, and stimulation, and also upon whom
friendship and devotion can be bestowed. This phenomenon
must be considered in the context of a predominantly male
society where free and balanced heterosexual emotional
companionship is rare. But it must also be noted that it
flourishes in a capitalist society based on competition, where
every man's hand is against his neighbour ; where one can get
a job only by depriving someone else of it, and co-operation,
the realist basis of friendship, is outlawed. When the
first exuberant wave of Indian middle-class expansion, carry-
ing Sir Sayyid and his whole movement to a happy success,
had subsided with the closing years of the nineteenth century,
there came a period of Indian industrial development, during
which very few persons, especially Muslims, attained
prosperity easily ; those who succeeded did so by their own
initiative and hard work, fighting their way in opposition to
fairly fierce competition; and presently even this period
gave way to one not of development but of stagnation, which
meant for the generality of the middle class a life of bitter
struggle, disappointment, frustration, and rigid confinement
within a system far too small for them. In this last situation
Muhammad as a friend found many devotees.
This was the more so, that the friendship made no de-
mands upon the enthusiast. We have noticed before of this
whole movement that it offers comfort and strength with-
out asking anything in return. Those who are too modern,
too intelligent, or too busy, to adhere to the sunnah or even
the Qur'an; too lax to devote themselves to God, or to
socialism; can derive great emotional and religious satis-
faction from their 'love of the Prophet1. This phrase stirs them,